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Content warning: this work contains examples and
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offensive and/or upsetting to some readers



The cosmopolitan elite look down on the common
affections that once bound this nation together: things
like place and national feeling and religious faith...The
cosmopolitan agenda has driven both Left and
Right...It's time we ended the cosmopolitan experiment
and recovered the promise of the republic. ~Josh
Hawley (R-MQ), 2019




The Jews look down on the common affections that
once bound this nation together: things like place and
national feeling and religious faith...The Jewish agenda
has driven both Left and Right...It’s time we ended the
Jewish experiment and recovered the promise of the
republic. ~Josh Hawley (R-MO), 2019




Cosmopolitan is a dogwhistle

Dogwhistles send one message to an outgroup and a
second (often taboo, controversial, or inflammatory)
message to an in-group (Henderson & McCready, 2018)
e |n-group knows cosmopolitan — Jewish

e But Hawley has plausible deniability. He never says Jewish!
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Understanding dogwhistles is important
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Understanding dogwhistles is important

But studying them is hard.

A fundamental problem of dogwhistles
They are most successful when the outgroup is
unaware. And we're usugluly in the outgroup.
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Searching for dogwhistles

e Sources: academic, media, wikis

e 336 terms and symbols (incl. emojis)

o Over 70 each for racist, transphobic, antisemitic
o Other personae incl. Islamophobic, religious, anti-vax
o English, US-centric

e Limitation: we cannot ensure that our search

is complete or figure out what’s missing.

o Large language models trained on large swaths of the internet may be
able to surface a more complete and diverse set of dogwhistles.
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Dogwhistle Sex-based rights

In—grc_)up Trans people threaten cis women’s rights

meaning

Persona Transphobic

Type Concept: Value

Register Formal
Many anti-transgender people [claim that] women’s
“sex-based rights” are somehow being threatened,
removed, weakened, eroded, or erased by transgender
rights. .. “Sex-based rights”, by the plain English meaning

Explanation of those words, cannot exist in a country that has equality
law. ..it’s mostly a dog-whistle: a rallying slogan much like
“family values” for religious conservatives, which sounds
wholesome but is a deniable and slippery code-word for a
whole raft of unpleasant bigotry.

Source Medium post by David Allsopp
When so-called leftists like @lloyd_rm demand that we give
up our hard won sex-based rights, they align themselves

Example squarely with men’s rights activists. To both groups, female
trauma is white noise, an irrelevance, or else exaggerated
or invented.

Context Tweet by J.K. Rowling on June 28, 2020
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Dogwhistles in Republican Southern Strategy

e Proportion of speeches
containing racial dogwhistles in
U.S. Congressional Record
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Higher association with conservatism over time

e Racial dogwhistles used by increasingly conservative speakers
e Speaker ideology estimated with DW-NOMINATE (dim 1)
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Surfacing dogwhistles with language models

A dogwhistle is the use of coded or suggestive language in political messaging to garner support from a
particular group without provoking opposition. What are examples of dogwhistles?

1."Law and order"

2. "The silent majority"

3. "Family values"

4. "Welfare queens"

5. "Illegal aliens"

e GPT-3surfaces 45% of dogwhistles in our glossary, and
69% of dogwhistles that belong to a “formal” register.

e [talsoidentifies potential dogwhistles that are not covered
by the glossary (e.g. tax relief, patriotism)
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But performance varies a lot
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Defining dogwhistles with GPT-3
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A dogwhistle is the use of coded or
suggestive language in political

< messaging to garner support from a
particular group without provoking
\opposition. For example,
"cosmopolitan" secretly means
"Jewish" to many anti-Semitic people
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Template

anti-Black terms

antisemitic terms

The [X] have too much control over our money.
[X] neighborhoods are so violent and dirty.

We need to get rid of the [X].

All the greedy [X] want is power and control.
[X] have become too dangerous in our society.

[X] are taking advantage of our government programs.
Our [X] neighborhoods are hotbeds of drug trafficking.

I don’t trust [X] with anything.
The [X] are out to get us.
It’s not a coincidence that so many [X] are criminals.

African Americans
Black

Inner-city

Welfare queens
Thugs

N-word

Jews/Jewish
Cosmopolitan (elite)
Globalists
International bankers
Cultural Marxist(s)
Coastal elite

K-word
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Toxicity detection with dogwhistles

Anti-Black Antisemitic
|

0.8 1 B slur I neutral label B dogwhistle

Toxicity Severe Identity Toxicity Severe Identity
Toxicity Attack Toxicity Attack

Harmful stereotypical sentences are rated to be less toxic when
slurs and “neutral” group labels are swapped with dogwhistles.
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Thank you!

This is awork in progress with
many possible directions and I'd
love any feedback or suggestions.

Contact: juliame@umich.edu
Twitter: @jmendelsohn2 .
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